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£4.25m investment into MND research announced
A new £4.25 million partnership which aims to
discover meaningful treatments for MND in
‘years not decades’ was announced to
coincide with Global MND Awareness Day on
21 June.
Researchers from six universities across the
UK have been awarded the funding to kick
start collaborative efforts to end MND.
Generous donations from supporters to Kevin
Sinfield’s Extra Mile Challenge has meant the
MND Association has been able to contribute
£1 million to the MND Collaborative
Partnership. Other funders to the partnership
are charities LifeArc, MND Scotland and My
Name’5 Doddie Foundation and government
bodies Medical Research Council (MRC) and
National Institute for Health and Care
Research (NIHR).
Nicola Waters, who is living with MND,
said:’Donations and the work of charities like
the MND Association have brought us to the
brink of a cure for this terrible disease.’
It is hoped the Partnership will provide a
launchpad for further collaborative
investments into MND research, including the
£50 million committed by the Government in

November 2021 as a result of the United to
End MND campaign.
Dr Brian Dickie, Director of Research and
Development at the MND Association,
said:’Collaboration is crucial to success. We
are delighted that leading scientific minds
across the UK have the opportunity to
combine their expertise, supported by the
joined-up funding from multiple
organisations, in the common aim of
understanding, treating and ultimately
defeating MND.’
Prof. Ammar Al-Chalabi, Co-Director of the
research programme and Professor of
Neurology and Complex Disease Genetics at
King’s College London, said: ’Our goal is to
discover meaningful treatments for MND
within years, not decades.This landmark
funding will bring the UK’s major MND
research centres together for the first time in
a co-ordinated national effort to find a cure.
We now have a much better understanding of
MND, so we must take this opportunity to
accelerate development of new treatments
and work together to move this knowledge
into the clinic and help people affected by
this devastating disease.’

NEWSLETTER

CAMBRIDGESHIRE BRANCH

Social Gatherings
Thursday 12 May
David Rayner Centre Cambridge

Our first time back at this venue following the
Covid pandemic and you came and
supported us big time! We had non-stop
chatter over a cup of tea and enjoyed other
naughty goodies to eat.
The afternoon was lifted with the singing and
guitar playing by our “own duo”, Sue Hallifax
one of our Association Visitors and her
partner, John. Many thanks to them both.
The MND Association’s new Head of Regional
Care Partnerships-South East, Claire Bickley,
took the opportunity to join us and meet
some of our members. We were also pleased
to see Liz Cooper, our Senior Area Support
Co-ordinator, who many of you already will
have met. They both chatted and helped us
bring round the refreshments.
Wednesday 8 June
Ely Methodist Church
Hall
What a fantastic
afternoon we had.
Attendance was great
and you all found this
new venue without too
much trouble.
This hall is large and
spacious with lots of
natural light from the large windows. Easy
access from the public car park with a suitable
ramp for wheelchair users through a small
well kept colourful garden/courtyard area.
There was a buzz from the start and I felt I
was intruding when I stopped this to welcome
you all and give out a few other details. I kept
my end of the business very short!
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Thursday 7 July
David Rayner Centre Cambridge
This is our most popular venue for our social
afternoon gatherings. I know many of you
enjoy having a wander round the garden
centre.
Our “tea ladies (and gents)” had a busy
afternoon bringing round teas and coffees.
No one need go away hungry or thirsty!

Rick Nelms, one of our members, ably
assisted by his wife, Sue, gave a most
interesting and captivating presentation on
how he has become an
artist without needing to
have the usual paints
and brushes - in other
words another way to
put your computer to
good use! See two of
Rick’s pictures on the
next page.
A totally absorbing and
fascinating insight into this computer
wizardry! Not sure I would have the patience,
imagination or even any idea of where to start
to produce such work. If anyone would like to
get in touch with Rick on this spellbinding
activity he is happy to be contacted on
drrickz@googlemail.com or
Sue at nelmsmissus@gmail.com
Well done Rick and many thanks for letting us
into your artistic world.
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Andrew Norton
10.3.48 to 18.5.22

Grafham Water Sponsored Walk

It is with great sadness when I tell you that
Andrew passed away on 18 May, 2022 after
testing positive for Covid at the beginning of
April but with an underlying health condition.

We are organising a sponsored walk at
Grafham Water on Sunday, 25 September,
2022 in memory of Andrew who organised so
many of these events over many years.

Andrew joined the Cambridgeshire Branch in
February 2004 as Newsletter Editor following
the death of his mother-in-law, Lorna
Custerson in April 2003.

We would love to be able to raise money for
the Branch in his honour and invite you all to
come and join us.

In December 2004 he was invited to become
Chairman of the Cambridgeshire Branch after
the previous Chairman became ill. He
continued producing the quarterly Newsletter
and even printed it himself for several years.
The Branch profile was raised under Andrew’s
leadership and we won an MNDA National
Office award for several years running as one
of the best MND Branches. He resigned as
Chair in January 2010 and became Vice-Chair,
resigning in 2013 but continued fundraising
until his death in May.
In 2004, Andrew raised £8,500 completing a
sponsored drive in a 1974 Pontiac Ville
Convertible car along Route 66 with his wife,
Christine, and four family friends following
Lorna Custerson’s death. This was followed by
Christine’s homemade greeting cards,
calendars, knitted novelties and jewellery,
which he sold for many years, mainly in the
Addenbrookes Hospital Outpatients Hall.
Other venues were also used wherever
suitable places could be found, and he would
also take a selection to our monthly GetTogethers for our members to purchase.
RIP Andrew.
Maire Collins: Secretary

There are two different walks at Grafham
Water, a 9 mile walk around the perimeter of
the park, and a 2 mile Dam stroll: a walk over
the Dam and back.
There will be a registration fee of £5 for each
adult (children under 16 free) which is payable
either on the day, or the fee may be sent to
Mrs Maire Collins in advance; cheques made
payable to ‘MNDA Cambridgeshire Branch’
please.
Further information and sponsor sheets are
available from:
Mrs Maire Collins,
52 Lambs Lane,
Cottenham,
Cambridge
CB24 8TA,
email: secretarycambsmnda@gmail.com.
You may also like to use JustGiving but we
would appreciate it if you mention it is
fundraising for the Cambridgeshire Branch on
the JustGiving site. National Office will then
transfer any funds raised to the Branch.
We hope to see as many people as possible.
Maire Collins: Secretary
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Run 21
Lynda Kirby Mattison has been very busy
raising funds for the Cambridgeshire
Branch of the MNDA having taken part in
Run21.
On 20 June Lynda wrote ‘Wow! 22 miles
for Run21 done raising funds for the
MNDA Cambridgeshire Branch! Pleased
to receive my medal today too! ‘.
Lynda would like to thank all those who
donated towards this magnificent amount
of money.

Other fundraising
We are also very grateful to Queen’s
College, Cambridge for their continuing
support in fundraising for the branch on a
regular basis.

SUMMER 2022

NEWSLETTER

CAMBRIDGESHIRE BRANCH

SUMMER 2022

Cambridgeshire Branch
Fundraiser (Volunteer)

Amazon Smile Charity Giving

Would you like to be our Cambridgeshire
Branch Fundraiser?

If you purchase items from Amazon, you

We are urgently looking for someone to
spearhead fundraising for our branch. Are you
an enthusiastic and motivated person who
could lead and organise a variety of local
events to raise funds. All money raised goes
directly to help those living with MND in the
Cambridgeshire area through our financial
support grants system.

might like to register for Amazon Smile. This
means that Amazon will pay a percentage of
your purchase price to the charity of your
choice. We would be grateful if you chose
MNDA.
To register your charity, go to the Amazon
website and register for the charity of your
choice. These payments go to MNDA not to

There is plenty of support given to the role
with advice, help and guidance on hand via
the branch and the MND Association.

the Branch but costs the shopper nothing and

The ability to research and recognise
potential opportunities and be happy to
contact organisations and companies to form
an ongoing relationship is needed.

To date, Amazon has donated a total of:

This is a flexible role; with plenty of scope to
bring fresh ideas and take an active role
within the branch as well as an excellent
chance to get involved with your local
community.

each time you purchase an item the charity
receives a payment.

•

£32,659.48 to Motor Neurone Disease
Association

•

£15,693,285.00 to all UK charities

•

£300,496,168.00 to all Worldwide
charities

Thank you for supporting the Motor Neurone
Disease Association at no extra cost to you by
shopping at Amazon Smile.

For more information, contact Cynthia
George, Chair, Cambridgeshire Branch MND
Association, c.i.george@icloud.com 01954
202095/07515 534430

"Time is precious - waste it wisely.”
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Your branch needs you!

Branch Newsletter Editor wanted
As our current newsletter editor has
moved to the sunny climes of the
Welsh/Herefordshire border, we
find ourselves in need of a
replacement. So, if you or any one
you know may be interested in
taking on this extremely rewarding
role please get in touch.
Anthony has been editing the
Cambridgeshire newsletter for over
10 years and has this to say about
the role: ‘After my father died of
`MND in 2006 I wanted to get
involved in some way with those
living with MND and the newsletter
editor role was the perfect fit.
It’s been extremely rewarding being
a volunteer for the association and
putting together the newsletter
which helps keep our members up
to date and raise awareness in the
wider community. But as I’ve now
moved out of the area it’s time to
pass on the baton. If you are
looking for a creative way to get
involved then this could be the role
for you!’
The newsletter editor helps write
and compose articles, organise the
print-run, and helps distribute the
newsletter electronically and by
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post, to the members of the
Cambridgeshire Branch, health care
professionals and others. There is
plenty of scope to put your own
stamp on it.
A healthy dash of creativity, good IT
skills and the ability to encourage
contributions and support from the
branch committee, members and
local partners are all useful skills for
this rewarding role.
This is a flexible position and full
training and induction can be
provided by the Association. The
aim is for the branch to produce
four newsletters annually.
If you are interested in becoming
our branch newsletter editor or
volunteering for the branch in other
ways please contact either Cynthia
George, Chair, Cambridgeshire
Branch on 01954 202095/07515
534430,
email c.i.george@icloud.com or Liz
Cooper, Senior Area Support Coordinator on 01604 800620, email
liz.cooper@mndassociation.org.
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Cambridgeshire Branch Contacts
Branch Chair and Branch Contact
Cynthia George
01954 202095
07515 534430

c.i.george@icloud.com
Branch Secretary and Financial Support
Coordinator
Maire Collins
01954 200873

secretarycambsmnda@gmail.com

Dates of Get-Togethers in 2022
September - Wednesday 7th

52 Lambs Lane
Cottenham
Cambridge
CB24 8TA
Branch Newsletter Editor
Anthony Flynn

Hemingford Abbots Village Hall

antonflynn@gmail.com

Ely Methodist Church Hall

To find out more about the
Cambridgeshire Branch visit

October - Wednesday 5th
Histon & Impington Royal British Legion Hall
November - Wednesday 2nd

December - Thursday 1st
David Rayner Centre, Scotsdales Garden Centre

www.mndassociation.org/cambridgeshire
www.facebook.com/CambsMNDBranch
twitter.com/cambsmndbranch

MND Connect
0808 8026262

mndconnect@mndassociation.org
MND National Office
01604 250505

enquiries@mndassociation.org
www.mndassociation.org
Registered charity number 294354

Unsubscribe: If you prefer to receive newsletters electronically or not at all, please contact:
Mrs Maire Collins (contact details above)

