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Welcome to the first 
newsletter of 2026! This 
is the Spring edition of the 
South Yorkshire branch of 
the MND Association.

As you may have read in the 
last newsletter, I am the new 
editor, and this is my first 
edition shadowing Christine. 
I hope you enjoy reading the 
various articles and updates 
relating to MND. Please 
send me any inclusions for 
the next edition, any stories, 
or articles you would like to 
see in the newsletter, as well 
as pictures to go with it and 
please ensure that you have 
the permission of the people 
in the photo for inclusion 
in the newsletter! So far, I 
have enjoyed working with 
the South Yorkshire branch 
and meeting various people. 

I look forward to getting 
to know the community 
more and creating more 
interesting newsletters for 
you all to enjoy.

Hannah 

hannah.elden@
mndassociation.org

Welcome to 
the Spring 
Newsletter 

Chairman’s Report

Dear All

Welcome to our new look 
newsletter which has a changed 
format due to the recent brand 
launch at the MND Association.

Welcome as well to Raymond 
Newton who has joined the 
Branch Committee as our new 
Fundraising Lead.

The MND Association 
has undergone a brand 
transformation which, it is 
hoped, will ensure greater 
visibility of the association. 
Along with the obvious visual 
changes comes clarity of the 
association’s values, with people 
living with MND being at the 
heart of everything that the 
association does. It is important 
to acknowledge that this 
rebrand has been painstakingly 
thought through and thanks to 
a very generous donation was 
effectively cost neutral for the 
association. We will all become 
the terracotta army in the fight 
against this dreadful disease.

I’m sure you will all agree 
that this will ensure we are a 
standout and outstanding charity 
at national and local levels in the 

years ahead.

In other news….

Our Treasurer’s Report is once 
again positive, and we are in 
a healthy financial position as 
we start off 2026. Our plans 
for the year are well advanced 
but since the last newsletter 
there have been some notable 
successes. These include, but 
not exclusively so, the Christmas 
Band Concert along with the 
support the branch was able to 
give to Kevin Sinfield in his most 
recent ultramarathon challenge 
to raise money and awareness 
about MND, which was a truly 
inspirational day.  You can read a 
couple of articles about the day 
in this edition.

Looking ahead we are delighted 
to be able to tell you about our 
take on the “open meetings” of 
pre-Covid which are going to 
return, but with our own rebrand 
as the “South Yorkshire MND 
Association Friendship Group”.  
We hope to have two meetings 
a year and the inaugural event 
is on Thursday  7th May 2026 at 
the Niagara Centre, Sheffield S6 
1LU from 6 00 pm -8 00 pm.   
 



Treasurer’s Report
As usual, November and 
December were relatively quiet 
months, with income totalling 
£7,176. Particular thanks go 
to Doncaster Knights and the 
Woodhouse Band for boosting 
our income. In those months, 
we gave a lot of support to 
those living with MND, with 
care grants totalling £11,555. 
In respect of the year to 31st 
December 2025, receipts totalled 
£83,214, less than the total 
for 2024 which was £95,733, 
but as there were 2 very large 
donations in 2024 which have 
not reoccurred, I regard 2025 as 
a very successful year, and to 

be honest, more than expected. 
These figures therefore show 
the continued growth of South 
Yorkshire Branch and reflect the 
magnificent team that we have. 
Expenditure on care for the year 
amounted to £64,705, much the 
same as the previous year. At the 
year end, we had available funds 
to spend of £11,660, which is 
sufficient to see us through 
the remaining quiet months, 
after which, income will start 
increasing again. In concluding, 
I would like to record my thanks 
to Kirsteen who assists me so 
efficiently.

Paul

The outline of the meeting will 
be mainly informal, but I can let 
you know that Dame Professor 
Pamela Shaw will be attending 
and will be giving a brief address.

To assist us with catering 
numbers, please e-mail 
or contact the Branch 
Secretary (Christine.naylor@
mndassociation.org) by 
MONDAY 20th APRIL 2026 if you 
are able to come along. We really 
hope to see you there.

Finally, I do hope to see many 
of you again this year at one 
or more of our events, with us 
wearing the new colours of the 
MND Association. You all will 
need new badges and wrist 
bands! Do think about getting 
more involved with this cause 
and if you wish to, just get in 
contact with anyone on the 
committee.

Andrew

Go Kev Go!

Thursday 4th December saw 
the visit of Kevin Sinfield and 
his entourage to Sheffield, the 
City of Steel, as part of his 7x7 
latest marathon.  What a day to 
undertake the hills of our city. 
The weather was dismal, grey 
and wet but this did not deter 
Kevin as he pounded the streets 
with his usual effortless running.  
He did, however, acknowledge 
that the fourth day of this leg 
of the marathon had been the 
toughest yet.  People turned 
out to cheer him on despite the 
dull December day and the cars 
honked their horns in support 
as he ran past.  At every stop 
he called at Kevin took time out 
to address the crowd and to 
spend some moments chatting 
to the people living with MND 
who were present.  What a 
memorable moment that must 
have been.  At Sheffield Tigers, 
our chairman vigorously banged 
the drum; on Herries Road, the 
teachers and children from the 
nearby school cheered him on 
as he climbed the hill.  One of 
the children asked if he was a 
Pop Star, but those of us there 
assured her that he was more 
than that as Kevin took a few 
minutes to go down the line and 

speak with the children.  We got 
a brief opportunity to explain 
to some of the children about 
MND. At Don Valley our Branch 
Contact, Ann Quinn, amongst 
others, ran the last mile with 
him.  It was a privilege, despite 
getting soaked to the skin, to 
witness Kevin’s determination 
to raise awareness and money 
to find a cure for MND and you 
get the feeling that he does not 
intend to give up until a cure is 
on the horizon.  On completion of 
the marathon, £14,000 had been 
raised for several MND charities.  
Thank you Kevin, a Man of Steel, 
who the City of Steel were proud 
to welcome.  

mailto:Christine.naylor@mndassociation.org
mailto:Christine.naylor@mndassociation.org


before the Sheffield challenge, 
Martin passed away. Carol and 
daughters Jenny and Becky were 
heartbroken, but felt that Martin 
would still have wanted them to 
show up to support Kevin. On the 
day they came along to the third 
stage stop at Sheffield Tigers 
rugby ground and waited in the 
pouring rain to cheer Kevin into 
the ground along with Jessica 
Ennis-Hill and Jenn Scribbins. 
Jenn Scribbens was the Regional 
Fundraiser attending this stage 
and she was determined that 
Kevin should hear Carol’s story.

The drum had already been 
banged and Kevin was poised 
to start the next leg of his run, 
when Jenn pushed forwards 
and very briefly managed to tell 
Kevin what had happened. He 
gave Carol a hug and said how 
very sorry he was before tapping 
his watch and was off. Carol 
said afterwards that she knew 
these runs were timed to the 
last second and it had meant so 
much to her that he had taken 
the time just to give her the hug 
and to know he cared.

The BBC Breakfast reporter 
covering the challenge heard 
the conversation and asked 
the family if they would share 
their story. Soaking wet and 

unprepared, Carol, Becky and 
Jenny spoke passionately 
to the reporter about Martin, 
his journey with MND and the 
fantastic fundraising his friends 
and family had undertaken since 
his diagnosis. The story featured 
next morning on BBC Breakfast 
and accompanied by lovely 
photos of Martin it became a 
fitting tribute to two heroes and 
a worthy reward for the work 
undertaken to achieve Martin’s 
plan.

Martin Kelly was delighted when 
he heard that Kevin Sinfield 
would be running through 
Sheffield on day four of his 7in7 
challenge last December. Even 
better, that his route would 
be quite close to home and 
finishing at Sheffield Institute 
for Translational Neuroscience 
SITraN. Living with MND, Martin 
had taken a lot of interest in 
research, assisted researchers 
and cooperated in a number of 
trials at the institute. Also an 
active fundraiser himself, Martin 

greatly admired Kevin and his 
efforts in memory of his friend 
and for raising awareness of the 
disease. 

His wife, Carol, asked us what 
the possibility would be of 
Martin meeting Kevin on the 
day. Stacey Kirkpatrick, our 
Regional Relationship Fundraiser, 
couldn’t make any promises, but 
it was arranged for Martin to 
come to SITraN and they would 
certainly do their best to make 
it happen. Sadly, three days 

Hug from a Hero



Barnsley Holgate Grammar 
School Old Boys’ Reunion Dinner

Because a number of old boys 
have been affected by MND 
directly it was decided they 
would support South Yorkshire 
MND Association this year. A 
raffle was held and Malcolm 
Stothard, the association 
recorder, handed over a cheque 
to the value of £380.00.

The school has had many 
famous people passing 
through including cricketer 
Martyn Moxon, broadcaster 
Michael Parkinson, Emmerdale 
actor Stan Richards and the 
footballing legend Jimmy 
Greenhoff.

Thursday 7th May 2026 - 
6.00 pm - 8.00 pm  
(arrival from 5.30 pm please)
Niagara Conference Centre, 
Niagara Road, Sheffield  
S6 1LU
The South Yorkshire Branch 
of the MND Association is 
holding the first meeting of 
the “South Yorkshire MND 
Association Friendship 
Group” on Thursday 7th 
May 2026 at the Niagara 
Conference Centre, 
Sheffield S6 1LU.  The 
meeting is intended to bring 
together as many people 
with an interest in MND, 
whether it is someone 
living with MND, a Carer 
or a family member, along 
with people from across the 
medical spectrum and fund-
raising supporters.
The Branch are delighted 
that Dame Professor 
Shaw will be attending and 
speaking at the meeting  

on recent developments in 
research.
The meeting will be 
informal, with the initial 
aim of meeting with each 
other, getting to put names 
to faces, sharing support 
available and news on 
research and fundraising 
events and providing an 
opportunity to chat to one 
another.
The venue is wheelchair 
accessible, with a lift and 
ramp and ample parking 
space.
Refreshments will be 
available. To help us with 
catering, please e-mail the 
Branch Secretary Christine.
naylor@mndassociation.
org by 20th April.
Please do consider 
attending on 7th May – you 
will be assured of a warm 
welcome and we look 
forward to seeing you.

Inaugural meeting of  
“South Yorkshire MND 
Association Friendship Group”

We are very pleased to inform 
you that the Branch is organising 
another day at Gulliver’s Valley 
on Saturday, 20th June.

The Fun Day is an opportunity for 
families to enjoy time together at 
Gulliver’s Valley near Rotherham. 
The resort’s attractions are 
suitable for children aged 
between 2 and 13. In our 
experience, family members a 
little older also enjoy fun time 
spent with their family just as 
much. More information about 
Gulliver’s Valley can be found on 
their website,  

gulliversvalleyresort.co.uk

Anyone who has a family 
connection with someone with 
MND is welcome.

You are able to contact Brian 
Jackson at brian.jackson@
mndassociation.org to register 
your interest and then he 
will contact you with further 
information.

The closing date for registration 
will be in June.

We all hope that you feel that you 
can enjoy fun time spent with 
your family and make memories.

Family Fun Day at Gulliver’s Valley 2026



The Five Capitals Challenge 2025

2025 saw my biggest challenge 
yet. Throughout the year, I cycled 
from home in the south of 
Sheffield to each of the capital 
cities of the United Kingdom and 
the Republic of Ireland. No, I did 
not manage to cycle across the 
Irish Sea – I used ferries!

April saw me cycling to London. 
June was the turn of Cardiff 
whilst in July I was off to 
Edinburgh. The culmination of 
the year was Dublin and Belfast 
in September.

There were many highs of the 
challenge. Two that particularly 
stick in my mind were meeting 
someone who had made me 
laugh loads of times and cycling 
up the highest hill. I say met, if 
you can call seeing a wrought 
iron effigy of the man meeting 
him. The clue is Luton and the 
man was Eric Morecombe. The 
other one was on the morning 
of the first day of the September 
ride. I actually cycled all the way 
up Winant’s Pass in the Peak 
District.  The memorable lows 
were getting absolutely soaked 
on several occasions, including 
by passing cars and having to 
walk three miles at the end of 

one of the days on the Cardiff 
cycle because my bike battery 
was flat.

None of this would have been 
possible without the support of 
so many people: from the MND 
Association, friends and family. I 
thank them all most sincerely.	
	

Bare Legs Brian



Doncaster Knight’s Rugby Club  2025

Doncaster Knights Rugby 
Football Club, the most 
promoted side in English history 
who are currently playing in the 
RFU Championship welcomed 
SY MND Association to their 
amazing ground for a ‘bucket 
collection’ in November 2025. 
Despite the very wet weather, we 
raised £1,474. Doncaster beat 
Coventry by 24 -21 on the day. 

We were welcomed by Tracey 
Owen, Hospitality Manageress 
and Tom Foy the General 
Manager. Our team who did the 
collecting in the rain, Michael 
Burke, Dave Frankland and Sam 
Rose were supported by Keith 
Burke, a South Yorkshire MND 
fundraiser along with Julie and 
“Bare Legs” Brian.
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AI and Behaviour Changes in MND 2025

In December, the MND associ-
ation held its 36th International 
Symposium in San Diego, this 
is the largest annual confer-
ence dedicated to MND and 
ALS research. Over three days 
lots of interesting research and 
new understandings are shared 
amongst 1000+ delegates. 

Various talks included new 
information surrounding AI, 
which is a new and ever-growing 
tool. One session, led by Marcel 
Weinreich, talked about a new AI 
feature that helps doctors antic-
ipate when patients may need 
a feeding tube. The tool com-
bines health information such as 
weight changes to make indi-
vidual predictions. This tool has 
been tested in several countries 
and so far, has been proven to be 
accurate and reliable. Going for-
ward this could benefit doctors 
and people diagnosed with MND 
to plan treatment in advance, 
hopefully improving comfort and 
care. 

A topic also discussed at the 
International Symposium was 
how behaviour and thinking can 
change with MND. Professor 
Sharon Abrahams started off the 
discussion and explained how 
approximately half of people 

diagnosed with MND experience 
changes in their behaviour and 
way of thinking. Prof Abrahams 
explained why it was important 
to test for these changes, and 
how the Edinburgh Cognitive 
and Behavioural ALS screen may 
be able to predict when there is 
a build up of TDP-43 (which is 
a protein that forms abnormal 
clumps in the brains of people 
with MND) in parts of the brain 
that effect thinking and be-
haviour.

For more information on Prof 
Abrahams talk you can visit 
the link here: mndresearch.
blog/2025/12/06/thinking-and-
behaviour-changes-in-mnd

For more information on the In-
ternational Symposium, you can 
visit the link here: symposium.
mndassociation.org

https://mndresearch.blog/2025/12/06/thinking-and-behaviour-changes-in-mnd/
https://mndresearch.blog/2025/12/06/thinking-and-behaviour-changes-in-mnd/
https://mndresearch.blog/2025/12/06/thinking-and-behaviour-changes-in-mnd/
https://symposium.mndassociation.org/
https://symposium.mndassociation.org/


On Friday 30th January over 
100 people came to support 
Les’s wife Kay, in a Les Jordan 
Memorial concert at the Barugh 
Green Club, Barnsley. The event 
organised by Les’s Sister Josie, 
Kay and family resulted in an 
incredible donation of £6353 to 
SY MND Association.  Amazingly 
everyone gave their time for free 
including The Cardi Boys (group), 
Niamh Helena (singer), Steve 
Hodson (DJ) and Barugh Green 
club. All were brilliant – thank 
you.

The family were overwhelmed 
with the amazing response 
to requests for donations via 
social media, and to the Just 
Giving page with individuals 
and businesses donating over 
200 items for raffle, lucky 
dip and auction prizes. Josie 
commented 

“It is nice to finally have my 
home back to normal after 
several weeks of not being 
able to see the bedroom 
floors for all the prize 
donations we received”.

‘OH, WHAT A NIGHT’  
(Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons)

www.barnsleyhospice.org

Registered Charity Number: 700586
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*Except December which takes place Friday 18 December 2026.

All dates/times and course subjects are subject to change.

Men’s Shed

Group Sessions

Barnsley Hospice Men’s Shed is a new monthly

group for men (aged 18+)  in Barnsley who are:

Living with a life-limiting illness

Caring for someone with a life-limiting illness

Bereaved after a life-limiting illness



“Our Men’s Shed group is an informal,

shoulder-to-shoulder environment

helping men share their skills and

learn new ones, all whilst knowing

they have the opportunity to ‘open

up’ should they wish.”

Welcome & Wellbeing

Winter gardening

Creative upcycling

Woodwork basics (Birdbox build)

Spring planting

What can you expect?

 Here is an overview of some the activities that will take place:

104-106 Church St, Gawber, 

Barnsley, S75 2RL

Registered Charity Number: 700586

www.barnsleyhospice.org

Moving & motivation

Summer social

Model Making

Harvest garden produce

Festive fun

Chris, Complementary Wellbeing Therapist
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Are you interested in research 
surrounding MND and want to 
help make it more accessible?
Readable research are looking 
for volunteers who have 
approximately 60 minutes spare 
a month. You will be asked 
to give feedback on a word 
document, usually two pages, 
summarising a recent MND or 
dementia paper. 
The goal of this process 
is to make information 
understandable, and it is 
important to have volunteers to 
review these papers before they 
go online, so information can be 
refined. Backgrounds in science 
are not needed for this task, 
just enthusiasm to help make 
research simple!   
Any feedback about making 
the paper easy to understand is 
appreciated, your comments will 
typically answer these questions: 
 

1.	 Does the lay summary make 
sense?

2.	 Is the language appropriate, 
or too complicated? Is there 
unnecessary jargon?

3.	 Do you understand what 
the findings of the paper 
mean for people with MND/
Dementia?

4.	 Is it clear how you can access 
the paper?

5.	 What have we done well?
6.	 How can we improve? 
Examples can be found here: 
readableresearch.com/category/
mnd
For more information and 
to speak to someone about 
becoming a volunteer please 
email Dr Scott Allen:  
s.p.allen@sheffield.ac.uk 
Can you help make our research 
readable? - Readable Research 
readableresearch.com/laypanels

Readable Research volunteers needed!

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.readableresearch.com%2fcategory%2fmnd%2f&c=E,1,cbkBhQXf7LYT4A6UZxSoJVL2WW3w1BOhYVaRZUZQngYmy7mkAQenph2bB45nlAicXKadvGL08OccDJidrXUMLjzZS5Gd8Ir79UlQ1ZCGQU6pMVs1tSEqzA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.readableresearch.com%2fcategory%2fmnd%2f&c=E,1,cbkBhQXf7LYT4A6UZxSoJVL2WW3w1BOhYVaRZUZQngYmy7mkAQenph2bB45nlAicXKadvGL08OccDJidrXUMLjzZS5Gd8Ir79UlQ1ZCGQU6pMVs1tSEqzA,,&typo=1
mailto:s.p.allen@sheffield.ac.uk
https://www.readableresearch.com/laypanels/
https://www.readableresearch.com/laypanels/


Once again Steve and Karen 
supported SY MND Association 
by doing a raffle over Christmas 
and raised another £305. This 
follows on from their summer 
event when they put tombola 
stalls outside their shop to 
celebrate 1 year since moving 
to Dodworth from Cawthorne.  

Many thanks to their generous 
customers and stall holders 
who donated so much, and the 
picture is of Sandra who is busy 
preparing for the event and is 
typical of the lovely customers 
who support MND by collecting 
raffle prizes and making up into 
baskets. 

Pennine antiques of Dodworth, Barnsley A Summer Concert

Music lovers are in for a 
treat this June as Unite the 
Union Brass Band presents 
a spectacular Summer 
Concert on Sunday 21st June  
at 7:30pm.

Taking place at The Niagara 
Event and Leisure Centre, 
Niagara Road, Sheffield S6 1LU, 
this special evening promises 
uplifting brass music and a 
reason to spend time around 
loved ones and friends. 

Doors open at 6:15pm, along 
with the bar and sales tables, 
giving you time to grab a drink 
and have a browse before the 
music begins! 

A Father’s Day Treat

This concert falls on Father’s 
Day, and luckily a delicious cake 
stall will be at the event, the 
perfect opportunity to treat your 
dad or grandad to a sweet treat! 

The event also coincides 
with MND Global Awareness 
Day, making it the perfect time to 
continue our support and raise 
awareness.

Ticket Information
	‐ £8 when ordered in advance
	‐ £10 on the door
	‐ All tickets include a free 

programme
	‐ Accompanied children attend 

free

The Niagara Event and Leisure 
Centre offers:
	‐ Free secure parking
	‐ Disabled access and facilities

Tickets are available from:

Trevor Peacock 
0114 242 2956 
trevorpeacock56@gmail.com



Support for Carers 

“I think that sometimes people 
take on a caring role, but don’t 
realise they are carers and  
don’t get the help that is 
available to them.”
If your relative or friend has 
been diagnosed with MND, 
supporting them may feel part 
of your relationship. However, 
health and social care services 
describe someone who provides 
unpaid care support as a ‘carer’. 
This term can help you identify 
support for carers. 
	‐ The South Yorkshire branch 

can offer support to carers 
through their Association 
Visitors: contact jayne.
thompson@mndassociation.
org

	‐ The branch also offers help in 
the form of Financial Support 
Funds. If you are the main 
unpaid carer aged 16 or over, 
caring for someone with 
MND, the Association may 
be able to offer you some 
financial assistance within a 
rolling twelve month period. 
The aim of this support fund 
is to allow the main non-paid 
carer to take a break from 
their caring duties. This may 
be a pamper day, a short 
break or assistance towards 
pursuing a hobby and can be 
applied for up to 18 months 
post bereavement. It is not 

means tested, does not need 
to be repaid and funds are 
not considered as income 
by the DWP. Contact Brian 
Jackson brian.jackson@
mndassociation.org

	‐ The branch has monthly 
Past Carers’ Meetings held in 
Rotherham for all past carers. 
The dates and venue are 
always in our newsletter. 

	‐ Beacon South Yorkshire also 
support carers in Barnsley & 
Rotherham beaconsy.org.uk/
how-we-can-help

	‐ St Luke’s Hospice in Sheffield 
has an informal carers group 
every Monday at the same 
venue as the branch Peer 
Support Café on Ecclesall Rd. 
stlukeshospice.org.uk/what-
we-do/for-carers

	‐ All local authorities have a 
duty of care to carers and 
unpaid carers are entitled to 
an assessment of their needs. 
The Carers’ Centre in Sheffield 
is contacted to carry out this 
process.  
sheffieldcarers.org.uk

	‐ The MND Association has 
lots of useful information on 
its website including links to 
online carers’ support groups. 
mndassociation.org/support-
and-information/for-carers/
support-for-carers

SESSIONS WILL

RUN ON THE FIRST

AND THIRD

THURSDAY OF

EVERY MONTH

CARERS SUPPORT

AND WELLBEING GROUP 

Our specialist team are here to support unpaid carers in

Barnsley who are caring for a loved one living with a

progressive, life-limiting illness.

Call The Orangery, our Support and

Wellbeing Service on 01226 244 244

for more information.



STARTS

THURSDAY 5

FEBRUARY

2026

“This new group is all about providing care for

carers in a safe, supportive and welcoming

environment, because carers need care too.”

Managing self-care

Social and welfare support

Physiotherapy support

Falls awareness and safe

moving/handling 

What can you expect?

Led by our team of professionals, these sessions will

prioritise the health and wellbeing of carers in a relaxed and

informal environment. Here is an overview of the topics that

will be covered:

104-106 Church St, Gawber, 

Barnsley S75 2RL

Registered Charity Number: 700586

www.barnsleyhospice.org

Signposting to services

Future planning

Medicine management

Emotional support from our

Counselling and

Bereavement team

Diane, Complementary Therapy and Wellbeing Lead

Support Group Meetings 

Past Carers’ Meeting Dates

1.	 In Sheffield – MND Coffee & 
Chat meetings are held on the 
first Monday of the month 
from 1.30 pm – 3.00 pm 
at Clifford House, Ecclesall 
Road South, Sheffield S11 
9PX. The next meeting will be 
on Monday the 13th of April. 

2.	 In Doncaster – MND Coffee 
& Chat meetings are held 
on the last Monday of the 
month from 1.00 pm – 2.30 
pm at the Quaker Friends’ 
Meeting House, Oxford Place, 
Doncaster DN1 3RH

3.	 In Rotherham – MND Coffee 
& Chat meetings are held 
on the first Tuesday of the 
month 10.30 am – 12.00 
noon at Rotherham Hospice, 
Broom Rd, Rotherham  
S60 2SW 

4.	 In Barnsley – MND Coffee & 
Chat meetings are held on the 
first Friday of the month from 
1.30 pm until 3.00 pm at The 
Orangery, Barnsley Hospice, 
Church Street, Barnsley 
S75 2RL. Due to the Easter 
holiday, the next meeting will 
be on Friday 10th April.

All people across South 
Yorkshire who are affected by 
MND are welcome at any of 
our support meetings. Please 
contact Jayne.Thompson@ 
mndassociation.org for  
further details about Support 
Group Meetings. 

Meetings will take place between 10.30 am-12.00 noon on the 
first Thursday of the month in the Holiday Inn, West Bawtry Road, 
Rotherham S60 4NA, (2 mins off M1 Junction 33).

The next dates are as follows:  2nd April, 7th May and 4th June.



Committee Members 2026
Chair: Dr Andrew Gibson - andrew.gibson@mndassociation.org        

Vice Chair: Julie Ward - julie.ward@mndassociation.org

Branch Contacts: 

Ann Quinn - ann.quinn@mndassociation.org

Christine Naylor - 0114 265 3774  -  
christine.naylor@mndassociation.org

Treasurer: Paul Hebblethwaite - Home: 01142 363222 -  
Mobile: 07729 118590 - paul.hebblethwaite@mndassociation.org

kirsteen.booy@mndassociation.org    

Secretary: Christine Naylor - see above

Grants: Brian Jackson - 01142 376814 -  
brian.jackson@mndassociation.org

Fundraising 

Lead: Ray Newton - raymond.newton@mndassociation.org 

Julie Ward - see above

Trevor Peacock - trevorpeacock56@gmail.com

Quarterly Newsletter Editor: Christine Naylor - see above

Hannah Elden - hannah.elden@mndassociation.org  

Communications Lead, Website Administrator &  
Social Media Administrator: 
Andy Dixon - andy.dixon@mndassociation.org  

Community Support Co-ordinator: 
Jayne Thompson - jayne.thompson@mndassociation.org 

Regional Relationship Fundraiser:  
Stacey Kirkpatrick - stacey.kirkpatrick@mndassociation.org

2026 Programme Of Events
Date/Time Event Venue
24 Apr
7.30 pm

MND Spring 
Quiz - £16

Rotherham Titans Rugby Club, Clifton 
Lane, Rotherham, S60 2SN

10 May
7.30 pm

Simply 
Swing Band 
Concert - 
£17

Niagara Conference & Leisure Centre, 
Niagara Road, Sheffield, S6 1LU  

6 Jun
(subject to 
confirmation)

Doncaster 
MND Day

Lakeside Village Shopping Centre, White 
Rose Way, Doncaster, DN4 5PH

10 Jun MND Golf 
Day

Dore & Totley Golf Club, Bradway, 
Sheffield, S17 4QR

21 Jun
7.30 pm

Unite Band 
Concert

Niagara Conference & Leisure Centre, 
Niagara Road, Sheffield, S6 1LU  

20 Jun Family Fun 
Day

Gulliver’s Valley, Mansfield Road, 
Sheffield, S6 5QW 

tbc Hallowes 
Golf Day

Hallowes Golf Club, Hallowes Lane, 
Dronfield, S18 1UR

tbc Soak-a-
Scientist

Endcliffe Park, Rustlings Road, Sheffield, 
S11 7AB

2, 9, 16, 23,  
Jul

Hemsworth 
Coffee 
Mornings

Ebor Hall, Archbishop Holgate Hospital, 
Hemsworth, WF9 4PW

tbc SMH Golf 
Day

Chesterfield Golf Club, Matlock Road, 
Walton, Chesterfield, S42 7LA

4 Oct Stannington 
Band 
Concert

Niagara Conference & Leisure Centre, 
Niagara Road, Sheffield, S6 1LU  

9 Oct
7.30 pm

Jill & John’s 
Quiz

Tapton Hall, Shore Lane, Sheffield, S10 
3BU

22 Nov
7.30 pm

Christmas 
Concert, 
Woodhouse 
Band

Niagara Conference & Leisure Centre, 
Niagara Road, Sheffield, S6 1LU  
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Every day we support 
people affected by 
Motor Neurone Disease.  
Because with MND, 
every day matters.

https://www.mndassociation.org/southyorkshire
https://www.facebook.com/southyorkmnd

